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1. Background to the VLR 

Sensitization Workshop 

Lao PDR faces the highest urbanization 

rate in Asia, at 4.9 percent, with which a 

golden opportunity emerges to 

harmonize local development with the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

paving the way for a future where cities 

flourish with sustainability and 

resilience. Voluntary Local Reviews 

(VLRs) have long represented a beacon 

of opportunity for local authorities, 

illuminating the path towards fulfilling 

the National Socio-Economic 

Development Plan (NSEDP) goals and 

targets, including the ambitious 18 

SDGs and their 172 targets. These 

reviews transcended mere 

assessments, acting as a mirror 

reflecting the strengths and 

weaknesses of local governance, 

inviting all stakeholders to unite in a 

harmonious chorus of sustainable 

development. 

Aligned with the global pledge to foster 

sustainable urban growth and the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

the VLR sensitization workshop in 

Savannakhet is not merely a project but 

a commitment to engage local city 

authorities in a reflective and forward-

looking dialogue on their progress in 

achieving the NSEDP goals and the 

broader SDGs. The VLR process stands 

as a bridge, connecting political 

discourse, knowledge sharing, and 

cooperative efforts across various 

governance layers. Experiences from 

other cities demonstrate the synergy 

between VLRs and the Voluntary 

National Review (VNR) process, 

highlighting opportunities to align 

national and local development 

strategies, policies, and initiatives. 

VLRs are a cornerstone in its mission to 

support cities in integrating the SDGs 

into their local contexts, particularly 

within the Lao NSEDP framework. This 

support includes comprehensive 

learning and capacity-building 
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programs, as well as incremental 

technical assistance. With this being the 

first VLR workshop in Laos, regionally, 

UN-Habitat's efforts have borne fruit in 

the VLRs of Bhopal (India) and Brisbane 

(Australia) in 2023. Ongoing support for 

VLRs in Chandragiri (Nepal), Udon Thani 

(Thailand), and Surigao (The 

Philippines) continues to share valuable 

experiences and best practices. 

 

These proceedings mark the first VLR 

Sensitization Workshop in Lao PDR. 

This workshop aimed to raise 

awareness and build the capacities of 

local government officials and 

stakeholders. Through this gathering, 

we aimed to highlight the numerous 

benefits of VLRs, fostering a 

collaborative spirit to guide Kaysone 

Phomvihane City and the nation toward 

a more sustainable future.  

2. Objectives of the VLR 

Sensitization Workshop 

The VLR Sensitization Workshop held in 

Kaysone Phomvihane City aimed to 

achieve several key objectives to foster 

a deeper understanding and 

engagement with the VLR process. 

Firstly, the workshop sought to raise 

awareness by deepening participants’ 

understanding of the VLR process, its 

purpose, and its significance within the 

global context. Building this foundation 

is crucial in highlighting the importance 

of VLRs in tracking and reporting 

progress toward the SDGs and the 

NSEDP goals. Additionally, the 

workshop aimed to share valuable 

experiences from other cities, 

particularly on the VLR process in Udon 

Thani, Thailand. This session provided 

practical insights and lessons learned, 

serving as an inspiration and guide for 

local authorities in Kaysone 

Phomvihane City. 

Another significant objective was to 

bolster stakeholder engagement by 

fostering an understanding of the 

importance of diverse participation in 

the VLR process. Engaging a broad 

range of stakeholders empowers local 

authorities by incorporating multiple 

perspectives into the planning process, 

thereby strengthening their capacities 

to support the NSEDP and SDGs 

effectively. It also aimed to ensure 

alignment between the VLR process and 

national priorities and standards to 

facilitate a coherent approach to 

sustainable development. Lastly, the 

workshop aimed to initiate a dialogue 

on how the VLR process could be 

tailored to the specific context of 

Kaysone Phomvihane City, encouraging 

discussions to identify local priorities, 

challenges, and opportunities. 

3. Outcomes Achieved 

The VLR sensitization workshop set the 

stage for a more informed, engaged, 

and collaborative approach to localizing 

the SDGs and NSEDP goals in 

Savannakhet Province. Achieved 

outcomes include;  
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▪ Enhanced Understanding: 
Participants gained a deeper 
understanding of VLR concepts 
and their relevance to both local 
and global development 
agendas. The emphasis on 
creating awareness helped 
solidify the importance of VLRs 
in tracking progress toward the 
SDGs and NSEDP goals. 

▪ Diverse Participation: The 
workshop successfully brought 
together a wide range of 
participants, including 
representatives from the Ministry 
of Planning and Investment 
(MPI) and other line ministries, 
local government officials from 
Kaysone Phomivane City, 
development partners, academia 
and research institutions, private 
sector stakeholders, and 
representatives from civil society 
organizations (CSOs). This 
diverse representation ensured a 
comprehensive and inclusive 
approach to the VLR process, 
fostering collaboration and 
collective action toward 
sustainable development in 
Kaysone Phomvihane City. 

▪ Practical Insights: The shared 
experiences from Udon Thani 
provided practical insights and 
contextualized the VLR process 
within the Lao setting. This 
helped local authorities 
understand the VLR process. 

▪ Empowered Stakeholder 
Engagement: The focus on 
stakeholder engagement 
underscored the importance of 
collaborative planning and 
decision-making. This 
empowerment enabled local 
authorities and stakeholders to 
collaborate more effectively, 
incorporating diverse 
perspectives into the VLR 
process. 

▪ Tailored Strategies: The open 
dialogue initiated during the 
workshop allowed for 
discussions on how the VLR 
process could be specifically 
tailored to the unique context of 
Kaysone Phomvihane City. This 
ensured that the VLR strategies 
developed would be relevant and 
impactful, addressing local 
priorities, challenges, and 
opportunities.  

 

 

4. Summary of the 

Proceedings  

The VLR Sensitization Workshop in 

Kaysone Phomvihane City focused on 

raising awareness and engagement for 

Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) to 

localize the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). Sessions emphasized the 

importance of VLRs in tracking SDG 

progress and provided insights into VLR 

methodologies, regional perspectives, 

and stakeholder engagement, 

particularly through various case 

studies. The workshop underscored the 

necessity of multilevel coordination, 

data collection, and inclusive 

stakeholder participation to ensure 

successful SDG integration at the local 

level. The event concluded with a 
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collective commitment to advancing 

sustainable development in Lao PDR. 

5. VLR Sensitization 

Workshop Proceedings  

5.1 Opening Remarks 

 

Mr. Prasongsinh Chaleunsouk, Mayor of 

Kaysone Phomvihane City, opened the 

session by delivering his welcoming 

remarks, in which he paid his respect to 

Dr. Avi Sarkar, Regional Advisor and 

Representative UN-Habitat Lao PDR, 

distinguished participants from line 

ministries, representatives from Pakse 

City and offices and departments from 

Savannakhet province.  

Mr. Prasongsinh acknowledged the 

importance and significance of this city 

to Kaysone. He then explained the 

context of Kaysone as one of the key 

cities in Lao PDR and its importance and 

potential for economic development in 

the region and the country. 

Mr. Prasongsinh appreciates the past 

experiences and ongoing collaboration 

between Kaysone and UN agencies, 

especially with UN-Habitat, for their 

continued support through various 

projects. He wishes to continue this 

partnership with UN-Habitat in the 

future. Finally, he hopes the meeting will 

be successful and that participants will 

gain valuable lessons from it. 

 

Dr. Avi Sarkar, Regional Advisor and 

Head of UN-Habitat Office in Lao PDR, 

stated that the workshop is a testament 

to our commitment towards the 9th 

NSEDP and the SDGs. He outlined UN-

Habitat and ESCAP’s efforts in the Asia-

Pacific Region to provide a coherent 

approach to the governments. In 

particular, he highlighted the strong 

partnership with Kaysone Phomvihane 

City and Savannakhet in the areas of 

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 

and master planning, as well as their 

crisis response during the COVID-19 

pandemic. He outlined the objective of 

the VLR sensitization workshop – to 

raise awareness, bolster engagement 

and ensure alignment for a coherent 

approach.  
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5.2 Session 1 – Introduction to 

VLR: Concept, Methodology 

and Best Practices 

 

The session on Introduction to VLRs 

was led by Mr. Riccardo Maroso, 

Programme Manager and Project Team 

Leader of ASEAN Sustainable 

Urbanization from UN-Habitat. He 

commenced by highlighting the 

fundamental role of VLRs as a strategic 

policy tool for local governments to 

localize the 17 SDGs and monitor their 

progress towards Agenda 2030. He 

emphasized the role of VLRs, quoting 

the UNSG Advisory Committee on Local 

and Regional Governments, that “cities, 

local authorities and specifically VLRs 

are key actors and processes to 

advance sustainable development and 

inclusive multilateralism”. He reiterated 

the integral role of engagement at the 

grassroots level by stating that over 65 

percent of the SDG targets are closely 

linked to the work and mandate of local 

and regional governments.  

The importance of fostering 

multistakeholder partnerships and 

enhancing institutional coordination in 

the VLR process was underscored 

throughout the session. The 

comprehensive approach to localize 

SDGs, taken by UN-Habitat, was 

outlined, which involved five main 

stages of planning: (1) Data Innovation; 

(2) Monitoring and Reporting; (3) Long-

Term Planning and Financing; (4) Multi-

level Governance and (5) UN-wide 

Initiative on Localizing the SDGs. He 

elaborated on how VLRs serve as a 

dependable mechanism for local 

councils and governments to evaluate 

their advancements in sustainable 

development, citing compelling case 

studies from various regions, including 

Bhopal in India that exemplified the 

seamless integration of VLRs into local 

planning and decision-making 

frameworks. 

Acknowledging that over 300 VLRs have 

been published since 2016, the session 

delved into the pivotal role of VLRs in 

promoting sustainable development 

through the formulation of evidence-

based policy frameworks and the 

development of strategic plans aligned 

with the 2030 Agenda. The session 

introduced the participants to the Urban 

Monitoring Framework (UMF), which is 

a monitoring framework to harmonize 

existing urban indices and tools and 

lead towards an agreed universal 

framework to track the performance of 

the urban SDGs and the New Urban 

Agenda (NUA). Mr. Maroso also 

underlined that the UMF is a key 

monitoring tool for guiding VLRs and 

VNRs and supporting urban data 

collection. He continued by explaining 

how VLRs can act as catalysts for 

advancing gender equality, as seen in 

Zimbabwe, for fostering social 

inclusion, as seen in Belgium, and for 

enhancing community awareness of 

sustainable development issues – 

through various case studies.  
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The session provided a comprehensive 

understanding of how VLRs play a 

transformative role in localizing the 

SDGs, fostering global partnerships, and 

propelling progress towards 

sustainable development targets. It 

underscored the pivotal role of VLRs as 

indispensable tools for local authorities 

and governments to drive actionable 

change, monitor progress effectively, 

and engage stakeholders 

collaboratively in the pursuit of 

sustainable and inclusive development 

outcomes. The session by Mr. Riccardo 

Maroso encapsulated the essence of 

VLRs as a cornerstone for local 

sustainable development efforts, 

emphasizing their significance in 

shaping a more sustainable and 

equitable future for communities 

worldwide. 

5.3 Session 2 – An Overview of 

SDG Localization: A 

Regional Perspective 

 

The second session of the workshop, 

conducted by Ms. Sanjeevani Singh, 

Economic Affairs Officer in the 

Sustainable Urban Development 

Section at ESCAP, looked at SDG 

localization through a regional lens. The 

session started by outlining the role and 

need for VLRs in enhancing SDG 

localization, particularly in the Asia-

Pacific region. She highlighted that at 

the heart of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development lies the 

principle of leaving no one behind 

(LNOB) and no place behind. 

Further, Ms. Singh discussed the 

commitments of ESCAP in supporting 

VLRs as a tool for promoting 

transparency, accountability, and 

inclusivity in local development efforts. 

By strengthening the capacity of 

stakeholders to work towards Agenda 

2030 and enhancing reporting 

mechanisms through capacity building, 

technical assistance, financial support 

and knowledge sharing, ESCAP aims to 

facilitate evidence-based decision-

making, prioritize local pathways to 

achieve SDGs, and engage stakeholders 

effectively in the policy-making process. 

This was substantiated through 

examples of completed and new VLRs 

supported by ESCAP regional guidelines 

in Asia-Pacific.  

The session also elaborated on the VLR 

development process, which links 

priorities and maps city policies and 

strategies against the SDGs, taking 6-9 

months to complete. This comprises 

four key stages: (1) Planning and 

Institutionalizing; (2) Gathering Inputs 

and Data; (3) Report Writing, and (4) 

Follow-up. Ms. Singh underlined the 

crucial role of stakeholder engagement 

in seizing opportunities provided by 

VLRs. Building emerging gaps with 

VLRs was also discussed, including 

bridging growing gaps in data and 

raising awareness around SDG 

localization.  
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Ms. Singh concluded the session by 

highlighting the importance of 

integrating national and local reviews to 

enhance SDG coherence, particularly by 

referring to examples of VLR and VNR 

integration in Surabaya, Indonesia and 

Dhulikhel, Nepal, amongst others. In 

summary, Ms. Singh’s session 

reinforced the significance of 

leveraging VLRs and integrating 

national and local reviews to ensure 

comprehensive and effective progress 

towards the SDGs, especially for nations 

in the Asia-Pacific region.  

5.4 Session 3 – Sharing of 

Experiences from the VLR 

Process in Udon Thani, 

Thailand 

 

The session focused on the Sharing of 

Experiences from the Voluntary Local 

Review (VLR) Process in Udon Thani, 

Thailand led by Ms. Phannisa 

Nirattiwongsakorn, a National Technical 

Expert from UN-Habitat Bangkok Office 

and a former policy analyst at the 

National Economic and Social 

Development Council of Thailand 

(NESDC), the discussion delved into the 

practical application of VLRs at the local 

level. The session highlighted the 

importance of aligning local actions 

with national policies and international 

frameworks, emphasizing the 

significance of coordination and 

collaboration among various 

stakeholders. By showcasing the 

experiences from the Udon Thani City 

Municipality, Ms. Nirattiwongsakorn 

underscored the critical role of VLRs in 

promoting transparency, inclusivity, and 

sustainable development within 

communities. 

Ms. Nirattiwongsakorn commenced the 

session by outlining the project’s 

objectives and outcomes – to promote 

inclusive post-pandemic recovery, 

strengthen the capacities of local and 

regional governments to develop VLRs 

and localize SDGs, and enhance 

multilevel governance. She further 

explained the alignment between 

national, provincial and local levels 

within the project, particularly 

emphasizing the participation in 

workshops from national and provincial 

government agencies in Thailand, such 

as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

(MOFA), Ministry of Interior (MOI) and 

the National Economic and Social 

Development Council (NESDC). Ms. 

Nirattiwongsakorn shared local views 

on Udon Thani’s future which were 

gathered during a capacity-building 

workshop held under the project, to 

increase awareness of SDG localization 

and align national and local projects 

with the SDGs. She shared the 

implementation of the UMF, highlighting 

that Udon Thani City Municipality was 

the 1st city to apply the UMF.  
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One key aspect of the session was 

explaining the structure of Udon Thani 

City Municipality’s VLR. This comprised 

of 5 key stages: (1) Introduction of Udon 

Thani; (2) Preparation of the VLR; (3) 

Monitoring the City’s Progress (through 

39 UMF indicators in 5 domains); (4) 

Actions Towards SDGs and (5) 

Conclusion and Next Steps. The 

discussion also emphasized the 

importance of reliable data collection 

and institutional support in driving 

effective decision-making processes 

and fostering community engagement. 

By aligning with global Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and 

leveraging international guidelines, 

Udon Thani City Municipality 

demonstrated a proactive approach 

towards achieving green and resilient 

urban infrastructure. Through the 

experiences shared by Ms. Phannisa 

Nirattiwongsakorn, the session 

highlighted the transformative potential 

of VLRs in driving progress towards a 

more sustainable, inclusive, and 

resilient future for Udon Thani and 

similar communities worldwide, proving 

particularly beneficial for Lao PDR.  

5.5 UN Resident Coordinator’s 

Opening Remarks 

 

Due to an unforeseen flight delay, Mr. 

Bakhodir Burkhanov, UN Resident 

Coordinator in Lao PDR, delivered his 

opening remarks at a later time than 

originally planned. 

Mr. Bakhodir Burkhanov, UN Resident 

Coordinator in Lao PDR, delivered his 

opening remarks in which he 

highlighted the UN’s commitment 

towards SDG localization in Lao PDR. 

He expressed his gratitude to UN-

Habitat, ESCAP and the Lao 

Government for paving the way towards 

achieving the SDGs. With reference to 

the 2024 SDG Report, Mr. Burkhanov 

informed the participants of the 

alarmingly low levels of progress 

towards the SDGs, with only 17 percent 

of them on track to be achieved by 2030. 

He recognized the Lao Government’s 

integration of the SDGs in their planning 

framework. On behalf of the UN system, 

Mr. Burkhanov thanked everyone for 

their commitment towards SDG 

localization in Lao PDR.  
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5.6 Session 4 – Stakeholder 

Engagement VLRs Process: 

Local and National Actors 

 

This informative session by Ms. 

Sanjeevani Singh, Economic Affairs 

Officer in the Sustainable Urban 

Development Section at ESCAP, 

explored the role of stakeholder 

engagement in the VLR process. Ms. 

Singh started by outlining that the 

participation of national and local 

governments, civil society, local and 

religious organizations, universities and 

research entities and the private sector 

is integral to the VLR process.  

Along with discussing various 

engagement mechanisms for 

stakeholders, such as stakeholder 

workshops and public meetings, Ms. 

Singh mentioned various ways of 

addressing emerging challenges and 

key issues. This included raising 

awareness around SDG localization, 

building meaningful engagement along 

managing effective stakeholder 

engagement. She concluded the 

session by providing participants with a 

better understanding of not only the 

importance but also the benefits of 

VLRs. She emphasized that VLRs 

provide a valuable opportunity for 

measuring progress and inclusive 

evidence-based decision-making.  

5.7 Session 5 – Participative 

Discussion on Conducting 

VLR in Kaysone 

Phomvihane City 

The final session of the workshop 

focused on incorporating local voices 

by encouraging an interactive and 

participative discussion on conducting 

VLR in Kaysone Phomvihane City. This 

participative session was led by Mr. 

Riccardo Maroso and Ms. Phannisa 

Nirattiwongsakorn, from UN-Habitat, 

with the help of Mentimeter.  

 

Mr. Maroso began the session with a 

short recap of the SDGs and their 

interlinkage with local action. He 

followed this by asking the participants 

to share which SDGs they felt were 

relevant for Kaysone Phomivane City. 

SDG 8, Decent Work and Economic 

Growth saw the highest number of 

votes, followed by SDG 1, No Poverty, 

and SDG 4, Quality Education. The 

participants’ data then shared that on a 

scale of 1 to 5, the extent to which they 

integrate the SDGs in their work lies at 

an average of 2.85, with the majority of 

people voting 1. This was followed by a 

discussion of various challenges for 
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development under the three key 

themes of data, decision making and 

implementation. It was agreed upon, by 

a large majority of over 50 percent of the 

participants, that the biggest challenge 

for Kaysone Phomvihane City was 

budget limitations.  

 

To address various discussed 

challenges to SDG localization in 

Kaysone Phomvihane City, the 

participants were asked which 

government stakeholders they thought 

should be engaged in VLR development. 

The majority of the people agreed upon 

the need for Local Government to 

engage in VLR development in the city, 

which was followed by Provincial and 

National Governments. As for 

communities, CSOs and Non-

Governmental Organizations (NGOs), 

the participants agreed upon various 

stakeholders, including but not limited 

to academia, the private sector, and the 

community present in the project area.  

After a short review of the need for data 

in SDG localization, the participants 

were asked to provide their insights on 

which national, provincial or local 

agencies would have access to useful 

data for conducting VLR in Kaysone 

Phomivane City. Answers shared by 

participants included the Lao Statistics 

Bureau (LSB), the local government and 

the MPI. To conclude, the participants 

were informed of the various benefits of 

conducting a VLR, particularly 

highlighting the role of multilevel 

coordination in ensuring a successful 

and impactful VLR process. This was 

then followed by the majority of 

participants agreeing that conducting a 

VLR in Kaysone Phomivane City would 

be helpful.  

 

Thereafter, Mr. Bounao Fongkhamdeng, 

the Deputy Mayor of Pakse City, 

Champasak Province, shared some 

comments and experiences towards 

achieving SDGs. He began by 

mentioning various initiatives already in 

place in Pakse City, such as the Pakse 

Urban Development Strategy which was 

put in place in 2012 and aims to be 

implemented till 2030, amongst others. 

He suggested considering climate 

change as a new element while 

updating strategies, particularly looking 

at the Pakse Urban Development 

Strategy.  
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Following this, Mr. Kalouna 

Nanthavongduangsy, the Deputy 

Director General of the Planning 

Department of MPI, reiterated by stating 

that we are on track for achieving only 

15 percent of the SDGs and more than 

65 percent of these SDGs require local 

engagement. He highlighted the 

importance of coordination between 

local, national and provincial levels, 

through various forms such as sharing 

data. He stated that this coordination 

and cooperation is crucial in our path 

towards achieving Agenda 2030.  

 

Ms Norlasin Inthisan, The Deputy 

Director of the Department of Planning 

and Investment (DPI) in Savannakhet 

highlighted various development plans 

already in place which are working to 

mainstream the SDGs. She stated that 9 

out of the 18 SDGs have already been 

mainstreamed in the province through 

the policies. She restated the presence 

of budget constraints and human 

resources for mainstreaming SDGs in 

Savannakhet and underlined the need 

for further support for VLRs as they are 

crucial for developing cities.  

From the Planning Department of MPI, 

the Deputy Director General posed a 

question regarding the wording of VLR 

and VNR. He urged that the VLR and 

VNR process is not voluntary but rather 

compulsory as one of the steps to 

achieve the NSEDP. He also underlined 

the need for coordination at the local 

and national levels for a successful VLR 

process.  
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The session concluded with a collective 

agreement on the necessity of 

conducting a VLR in Kaysone 

Phomvihane City, emphasizing the 

importance of multilevel coordination, 

the engagement of diverse 

stakeholders, and addressing budgetary 

and resource constraints to ensure the 

successful integration of SDGs at the 

local level. 

5.8 Session 6 – Efforts and Contributions for Climate Resilience, in 

Alignment with SDG 11 and SDG 13

The workshop came to an end with a 

short informative session by Mr. 

Buahom Sengkhamyong, Chief 

Technical Advisor of UN-Habitat Lao 

PDR, who provided the participants with 

a deeper understanding of projects and 

contributions by UN-Habitat to localize 

the SDGs – which were further explored 

during the following field visit organized 

by UN-Habitat. He outlined efforts made 

towards achieving SDG 11 by building 

climate and disaster-resilient capacities 

of vulnerable small towns in Lao PDR. 

The project aims to build more than 

17,000 hectares of resilient 

infrastructure, which was previously 

only 91 hectares, i.e. the municipal, and 

urban areas.  

 

Further, Mr. Buahom outlined efforts 

made towards achieving SDG 13, 

Climate Action, which particularly 

targeted flood-prone areas in Lao PDR. 

This included explaining visual 3D maps 

and providing an overview of the 

resilient infrastructure plans for flood-

prone areas, water drainage plans and 

construction plans.  
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5.9 Closing Remarks 

 

The closing remarks were delivered by 

Mr. Bakhodir Burkhanov, UN Resident 

Coordinator, in which he reiterated the 

significance of VLRs and how they can 

be tailored for Kaysone Phomivane City, 

Savannakhet. He recognized the 

commitment of the Government of Lao 

PDR to advancing the SDGs. He then 

reaffirmed that all efforts towards 

integrating the SDGs will further 

demonstrate commitment towards 

improving the lives of citizens. He 

appreciated the interactive session and 

highlighted a few points discussed in 

the workshop. This included the 

importance of multilevel governance, 

diverse stakeholder engagement and 

robust data in ensuring successful VLRs 

and high-quality decision-making.  

Further, Mr. Burkhanov acknowledged 

the resource constraints addressed by 

several speakers and stated that a well-

produced VLR will ensure better 

domestic resource mobilization and 

coordination among development 

partners and bring much-needed 

development finance. He further 

reiterated the principle of LNOB, 

especially those in the most vulnerable 

communities. In closing, he 

rearticulated the UN’s commitment 

towards the Lao Government and local 

authorities in pursuing sustainable and 

urban development. To conclude, he 

thanked everyone for their active 

engagement and support and the 

distinguished Mayor of Kaysone 

Phomivane City, H.E. Mr. Prasongsinh 

Chaleunsouk.  

 

This was followed by a short closing 

speech by Mr. Prasongsinh 

Chaleunsouk, Mayor of Kaysone 

Phomivane City, who reiterated the need 

for coordination to go forward towards 

Agenda 2030. He highlighted that the 

key takeaway of the workshop was 

keeping in mind the LNOB principle as 

we work towards localizing SDGs in Lao 

PDR. On behalf of the provincial and city 

administration, he thanked everyone for 

their commitment and support towards 

the SDGs.   
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5.10 Road Ahead 

The case of VLR in Udon Thani inspired 

the participating local authorities with 

the steps to move forward. The VLR 

could be planned as a 1.5- to 2-year 

project; planning and institutionalizing; 

definition of VLR structure and SDGs; 

collecting data; and reporting and 

following up with the stakeholders.  

▪ Planning and institutionalizing: 
The stakeholders will be 
identified. The project team will 
develop the strategy to engage 
them such as communities and 
partners, as well as the political 
buy-in. The feasibility check of 
the data access shall be 
conducted at this stage.  

▪ Definition of VLR structure and 
SDGs: The existing development 
strategies, policies, and plans of 
the city will be reviewed to 
address priority issues. This will 
be reflected in the identification 
of priority SDGs to be reviewed. 

 

 

▪ Collecting data: The data will be 
collected by the project team. 
The indicators of the Global 
Urban Monitoring Framework 
(UMF) will provide the framework 
of comprehensive review. 

▪ Reporting and following up with 
the stakeholders: Based on the 
review results, the report will 
address the progress towards 
SDGs and the alignment of the 
city’s actions to SDGs. The 
actions will also be aligned with 
the one at the national level. The 
VLR is continuous monitoring, 
thus the endorsement and 
follow-up after the VLR project is 
essential. 
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10 Mr. Phetsomphone Souvanvixay Deputy Director General 

11 Mr. Pongphan Xayachak Head of Division 

Department of Planning and Cooperation, Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare 
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13 Mr. Phouthasone  Deputy Head of Division  

Ministry of Public Security  
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34 Mr. Phetsamone  Deputy Head of Office 
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Annex 2: Agenda 

VLR Sensitization Workshop Agenda 

8:30 – 

9:00 

Registration All Participants 

9:00 – 

9:15 

Welcoming Remarks H.E. Mr. Prasongsinh Chaleunsouk, 

Mayor of Kaysone Phomivane City 

9:15 – 

9:30 

Sensitization Workshop Objective 

Outline 

Dr. Avi Sarkar, Regional Advisor and 

Head of UN-Habitat Lao PDR 

9:30 – 

9:55 

Introduction to VLR, 

VLR concept, methodology, and 

best practices. 

Mr. Riccardo Maroso, UN-Habitat 

9:55 – 

10:15 

Overview of VLRs – Regional 

Perspective 

Ms. Sanjeevani Singh, ESCAP 

10:15 – 

10:40 

Coffee Break All Participants 

10:40 – 

10:50 

Opening Remarks Mr. Bakhodir Burkhanov, UN Resident 

Coordinator 

10:50 – 

11:05 

Sharing of experiences from the 

VLR process in Udon Thani 

Thailand 

Ms. Phannisa Nirattiwongsakorn, UN-

Habitat 

11:05 – 

11:30 

Stakeholder engagement VLRs 

process: local and national actors 

Facilitated by Mr. Riccardo Maroso, 

UN-Habitat 

11:30 – 

12:15 

Discussion on conducting VLR in 

Kaysone Phomvihane City 

Facilitated by Mr. Riccardo Maroso 

and Ms. Phannisa Nirattiwongsakorn, 

UN-Habitat 

12:15 – 

12:30 

Project briefing - the case of local 

action towards SDGs 

Mr. Buahom Sengkhamyong, Chief 

Technical Advisor of UN-Habitat Lao 

PDR 
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VLR Sensitization Workshop Agenda 

12:30 – 

12:40 

Summary and Closing Remarks ▪ Mr. Bakhodir Burkhanov, UN 
Resident Coordinator 

▪ H.E. Mr. Prasongsinh 
Chaleunsouk, Kaysone 
Phomvihane Mayor 

12:40 – 

14:00 

Lunch All Participants 

14.00 – 

17.30 

 

Field Visit Organized by UN-

Habitat 

▪ Adaptation Fund Project – 
Sayphouthong 

All Participants 
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Annex 3: Presentations  

Presentation 1: Introduction to VLR by Mr. Riccardo Maroso 

 

 

 

 

 



27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



39 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

40 

 

 

 

 



41 

 

 

 

Presentation 2: Overview of SDG Localization – A Regional Perspective by 

Ms. Sanjeevani Singh  
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Presentation 3: Stakeholder Engagement VLRs Process: Local and National 

Actors by Ms. Sanjeevani Singh  
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Presentation 4: Sharing of Experiences from VLR Process in Udon Thani, 

Thailand by Ms. Phannisa Nirattiwongsakorn  
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Presentation 5: Discussion on Conducting VLR in Kaysone Phomvihane City 

Facilitated by Mr. Riccardo Maroso and Ms. Phannisa 
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Source: July 24, 2024, Savannakhet in partnership with UN-Habitat hosts first Voluntary 
Review Workshop to drive sustainable development, Vientiane Times, 
https://www.vientianetimes.org.la/freefreenews/freecontent_141_Savannakhet_y24.p
hp 
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