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Acronym Expansion

AASCTF ASEAN-Australia Smart Cities Trust Fund

ADB Asian Development Bank

ALACE Association of Lao Architects and Civil Engineers

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations

BORDA Bremen Overseas Research and Development Association

CCA Common Country Analysis

CDUDCP Project for Capacity Development on Urban Development Control and Promotion

DCC
Department of Climate Change, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
(MoNRE)

DHHP Department of Hygiene and Health Promotion

DHUP Department of Housing and Urban Planning (MPWT)

EbA Ecosystem-based Adaptation

EbS Ecosystem-based Solutions

ESCAP Economic and Social Commission for Asia Pacific

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

GEWE Gender equality and women empowerment

GGGI Global Green Growth Institute

HRBA Human rights-based approach

IOM International Organization for Migration

ITECC Lao International Trade Exhibition and Convention Center

JAM Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, Mobile

JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency

LASES Lao Academy of Social and Economic Sciences

LNOB Leave no one behind

LNUF Lao National Urban Forum

MoH Ministry of Health

MoNRE Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment

MPWT Ministry of Public Works and Transport

NGO Non-Governmental Organization

NPCI National Payments Corporation of India

OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

PCU Project Coordination Unit
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PDR People's Democratic Republic (as in Lao People's Democratic Republic)

PMJDY Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana

SDG(s) Sustainable Development Goal(s)

SEATCA Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance

UN United Nations

UN DESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNEP UN Environment Programme

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UN-
Habitat

United Nations Human Settlements Programme

UNICEF United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services

UNSDCF UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework

UPI Unified Payments Interface

VWYC Vientiane Women and Youth Center for Health and Development

WASH Water, sanitation and hygiene

WFP World Food Programme

WHD World Habitat Day

WHO World Health Organization
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In the preparatory meeting of the Lao
National Urban Forum (LNUF), the
objectives of the Forum have been
presented, priority actions have been
identified, and issues as well as
probable future pathways have been
discussed. The meeting built upon
the successes and lessons learned
from the First Lao National Urban
Forum held a year prior and focused
on collaboration between all levels of
government, UN agencies, regional 

SUMMARY OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS

organizations, and private
stakeholders to encourage
partnerships to address current
issues, derive recommendations, and
promote mutual learning. The
discussion focused on identifying
challenges and opportunities as well
as considering key strategies and
actions for the future.

OVERVIEW

Lao PDR is at a decisive stage in its
urban development. It is
experiencing the fastest rate of
urbanization in Southeast Asia and
thus has a window of opportunity to
set the course for a sustainable,
resilient, and inclusive future. The
potential impact of sustainable urban
development and management is
far-reaching. Both were highlighted
as crucial to quality of life in 2015
when UN (United Nations) Member
States adopted the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development (Agenda
2030). 

In October 2016, the key contribution
of sustainable urbanization was
further cemented by the historic
adoption of the New Urban Agenda
at the United Nations Conference on
Housing and Sustainable Urban
Development (Habitat III) in Quito,
Ecuador.

Background of the Lao
National Urban Forum
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Building from this, the First Lao
National Urban Forum (LNUF) was
held in October 2022 and acted as a
linchpin for participatory sustainable
urbanization in Lao PDR. With its
thematic focus on "Resilient and
Inclusive Urbanization," the first
forum provided a critical multi-
stakeholder platform to address the
complex challenges of rapid urban
growth in Lao PDR while
emphasizing the need for broad
collaboration in urban decision-
making. 
The First LNUF broke free from
traditional infrastructure-focused
perspectives by advocating for a
human-centric urbanization model
that acknowledges the impacts of
health, education, environmental
well-being, and other social equity
factors. These discussions
highlighted the intersectionality of
urbanization and culminated in the
establishment of an annual forum
cycle with a permanent platform for
sustained dialogue and collaborative
action. 
Building upon the foundational
success of the First forum, the
Second LNUF took place in October
2023 to coincide with World Habitat
Day (WHD) 2023   and   its   theme   of 
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   WHD is celebrated annually on the first Monday of October to raise awareness of the need for adequate
shelter for all.

"Resilient Urban Economies: Cities as
Drivers of Growth and Recovery." It
was spearheaded by the Department
of Housing and Urban Planning
(DHUP) and received technical
assistance from UN-Habitat.
The forum served as a collaborative
platform for a diverse array of urban
stakeholders in Lao PDR to identify
innovative and practical solutions for
urban development through the
sharing domestic and international
experiences. It featured thematic
sessions led by various agencies and
covered a broad spectrum of topics
from urban development to climate
change. Presenters included
government officials, NGOs (non-
governmental organizations),
academia, and private sector
representatives, as well as
international experts.
Unlike the First LNUF in 2022, the
second LNUF was held at the Lao
international Trade Exhibition and
Convention Center (Lao ITECC). By
doing so, all dialogues in 19 of
thematic sessions, opening
ceremony, and progress sharing
session were open to the public. This
contributed to raise awareness of
citizens on urbanization challenges
and opportunities. 

1

1
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This comprehensive gathering
facilitated in-depth discussions on
urban issues and built on the
human-centric urbanization model
advocated by the First LNUF.

Objectives of the Lao
National Urban Forum

The overall objective of the Second
Lao PDR National Urban Forum
(LNUF) was to provide a national
multi-stakeholder platform to discuss
the challenges and opportunities of a
rapidly urbanizing economy and
engage in the planning and
management of urban growth. This
platform should facilitate dialogue
and collaboration among urban
stakeholders while identifying
innovative and practical solutions for
urban development. The LNUF
should also raise awareness of the
importance of resilient urban
economies in driving growth and
recovery in Lao PDR to align with this
year's theme and World Habitat Day
2023.

Outcomes Achieved
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Provided a national platform for
the second year in a row that
promoted dialogue between
urban sector stakeholders to help
with the planning and
management of urban growth; 

Built upon the successes and
lessons learned from the First Lao
National Urban Forum (LNUF),
held on October 31, 2022, to
continue the forum annually;

Raised and increased awareness
about issues pertaining to
sustainable urbanization, the
intersectionality of these issues,
and the deep uncertainty
surrounding them; 

Amplified the intrinsic connection
between human and
environmental well-being, and
the necessity of addressing the
Triple Planetary crisis of climate
change, biodiversity loss, and
pollution, within and beyond our
cities, for prosperous urban 
communities;
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Identified other thematic areas
which would benefit from
increased advocacy among
stakeholders to help address
urban challenges via human-
centric, inclusive, and
collaborative approaches for
building more resilient and
sustainable cities in Lao PDR;

Fostered strong cross-sectoral
coordination and Government-
Development partner dialogue on
defining strategic areas of
support for appropriate policy
adjustment during the
implementation process of
development and investment
programs and for applying new
techniques in urban development
and management;

Initiated coordination among
local and international bodies and
development partners for
purposes of research and
information sharing to strengthen
the institutional framework in
urban sectors;

Promoted integrated
participatory planning,
development, decision-making,
and management of the natural
and built environment amongst
urban actors in urban areas;

Successfully served as a
stakeholder forum to effectively
support and complement other
Government work requiring a
coherent and integrated
approach; and

Contributed to positioning Lao
PDR as part of the broader
international knowledge-sharing
platform in Urban Planning by
facilitating partnerships with
other governments to highlight
best practices from Lao PDR and
from around the world.
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LNUF Proceedings | Opening Ceremony

09:00 – 11:20

Welcome and
introduction

Mr. Nalongxai Myvapadith, Deputy
Director General, DHUP, MPWT

Opening Remarks
H.E. Ms. Vilaykham Phosalath, Vice
Minister, MPWT

Video Message
Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive
Director, UN-Habitat

Remarks
Dr. Pia Rebello Britto, UN Resident
Coordinator ad interim

Introduction of the
Second Lao National
Urban Forum

Dr. Viengnam Douangphachanh,
Director General, DHUP, MPWT

OPENING CEREMONY
Opening Remarks
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Her Excellency, Ms. Vilaykham
Phosalath, Vice Minister of Public
Works and Transport officially
opened the LNUF by focusing on the
significance of inclusivity, strategic
planning, and multi-stakeholder

participation in urban planning. He
underscored the commitment to
equity and social justice through the
principle of "leaving no one behind."
The Vice Minister commended Lao
PDR for being the first country in the
Asia-Pacific region to submit a
National Report on implementing
the New Urban Agenda. He
encouraged attendees to engage
actively in the forum in its extended
7-day capacity, reflecting the
commitment to examining all facets
of resilient urbanization.
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Mr. Nalongxay Myvapadith, Deputy
Director General, Department of
Housing and Urban Planning,
Ministry of Public Works and
Transport welcomed attendees to
the Second Annual Lao National
Urban Forum (LNUF).

In her video message, Ms.
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive
Director of the United Nations
Human Settlements Programme
(UN-Habitat), praised Lao PDR for its
leadership in urban development,
citing its status as the first Asia-
Pacific country to submit a national
report on implementing the New
Urban Agenda. She mentioned the
country's active participation in
international platforms, such as the
High-Level Meeting on the New
Urban Agenda in New York. She
noted the significance of the Second
Lao National Urban Forum
coinciding with World Habitat Day,
both focusing on "Resilient Urban
Economies." Ms. Sharif emphasized
the urgency of confronting multiple
challenges like climate change,
biodiversity crises, and economic
difficulties, especially as Lao PDR is
experiencing rapid urbanization. 

She called for inclusive dialogues
involving women, youth, and
vulnerable populations, in line with
the "leave no one behind" principle.
She congratulated Lao PDR for
extending the forum to a 7-day event,
reflecting its commitment to
meaningful discussions and
comprehensive solutions. She ended
by expressing optimism and looking
forward to witnessing the results of
Lao PDR's continued urban
development journey.
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In her opening remarks, Dr. Pia
Rebello Britto, UN Resident
Coordinator a.i. to Lao PDR,  
focused on the crucial aspects of
urbanization. She commended the
efforts in organizing the week-long
forum, a testament to the
commitment under the Ministry of
Public Works and Transport and UN-
Habitat's leadership. Dr. Britto
highlighted Lao PDR's unique
urbanization profile, where rapid
urban growth coexists with rural
environments. She identified three
critical challenges: planning
difficulties, the necessity of inclusivity
in urban planning, and the
imperative of not leaving anyone
behind, especially vulnerable groups.
Dr. Britto also emphasized the global
challenges, like climate change,
facing urban economies and the
alignment of urbanization efforts
with the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). She concluded by
encouraging planned, inclusive,
environmentally friendly, and
climate-resilient urbanization.

Dr. Viengnam Douangphachanh,
Director General, DHUP, MPWT
introduced the Second Annual Lao
National Urban Forum (LNUF) with a
focus on World Habitat Day and the
Forum’s joint theme of "Resilient
Urban Economies." He discussed the
importance of cities as engines of
growth and recovery, especially in
the context of the COVID-19
pandemic. Mr. Myvapadith
highlighted Lao PDR's resilience and
adaptation to new realities in urban
development, with economic
sustainability as a key factor. He
acknowledged international support,
particularly from UN-Habitat, in
achieving Lao PDR's urban
development goals. He also
addressed the ongoing challenges,
such as the need for affordable
housing and sustainable growth,
while emphasizing the role of digital
transformation in modernizing Lao
cities.

U N - H A B I T A T  L A O  P D R  |  L A O  N A T I O N A L  U R B A N  F O R U M  2 0 2 3

D r .  P i a  R e b e l l o  B r i t t o D r .  V i e n g n a m  D o u a n g p h a c h a n h



LNUF Proceedings | Opening Ceremony

09:45 - 11:20 Keynote Remarks

H.E. Mr. Prashant Agrawal, Ambassador of
India to Lao PDR

Mr. Noriyuki Ito, Senior Representative, JICA
(on behalf of Mr Toshio Nagase, Chief Resident
Representative, JICA Laos Office) 

Ms. Carol Anne Mortensen, Country Director,
Plan International Laos

Dr. Phosy Thipdavanh, Vice President of the
National University of Laos (on behalf of Dr.
Sinthavone Daravong, the Vice President)

Mr. Amr J. Qari, Principal Portfolio
Management Specialist/Officer-in-charge,
ADB, Lao PDR Resident Mission

Ms. Martine Thérer, Resident Representative,
UNDP Lao PDR

Dr. Ying-Ru Jacqueline Lo, Representative to
Lao People’s Democratic, WHO

Dr. Avi Sarkar, Regional Advisor and
Representative UN-Habitat Lao PDR

Keynote Speeches

Forum's theme and highlighted the
rapid urbanization occurring in
developing countries. Invoking
Mahatma Gandhi, he emphasized
the need for equitable opportunities
for people moving from rural to
urban areas. The Ambassador
discussed the evolution of cities from
"brick and mortar" to "brick and
click," underscoring the role of digital
infrastructure in modern urban
areas.
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In the first keynote remark, His
Excellency, Mr. Prashant Agrawal,
Ambassador of India to Lao PDR,
emphasized the importance of the 
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He lauded India's achievements in e-
governance and invited attendees to
his future presentation on the
subject. Agrawal commended Laos
for its strides in building digital
infrastructure and offered India's
partnership for further development.
He closed his address by wishing the
forum success in achieving its goals.

Mr. Noriyuki Ito, Senior
Representative of the Japan
International Cooperation Agency
Laos Office, detailed JICA's long-
standing collaboration with the
Department of Housing and Urban
Planning (DHUP) in Laos, particularly
in Vientiane. He outlined three key
phases of their partnership: the first
focused on master planning (2008-
2011), the second on development
control (2013-2017), and the current
phase aims to enhance urban
management and finalize the
national Building Code for safer
cities. A significant outcome of the
current project is a Geographic
Information System (GIS) platform 

named "VirGO." Ito emphasized that
this digital innovation would
strengthen urban management,
facilitate knowledge sharing, and
stimulate public understanding of
urban development. He invited
attendees to visit JICA and DHUP's
special booth to experience VirGO's
capabilities and concluded by
expressing hopes that the platform
would invigorate discussions on
urban development.

In her speech, Ms. Carol Anne
Mortensen, Country Director, Plan
International Laos, underscored the
importance of the Lao National
Urban Forum as a platform for
inclusive and comprehensive
discussions on urbanization in Laos.
She noted that the forum brings
together stakeholders from various
sectors, including government,
international agencies, NGOs,
academia, and the private sector, to
address pressing issues.
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Ms. Mortensen highlighted key
discussion topics for the upcoming
week such as disaster response,
gender-based violence, labour
migration flow towards Thailand, and
national climate change
vulnerability. On behalf of Plan
International Laos, she elaborated on
their initiatives since 2007 to improve
the lives of children, young people,
and vulnerable populations. This
includes programs aimed at
enhancing access to education,
health, nutrition, and economic
empowerment, as well as efforts to
combat violence and exploitation in
both rural and urban areas. 

nature-based solutions in building
resilience. He emphasized the role of
cities as hubs of technological
innovation and their importance in
the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Dr.
Thipdavanh also spoke about the
increasing importance of quality
urban life and how cities must adapt
to serve diverse populations. He
highlighted the role of universities in
fostering innovation and
technological development, stating
that they can be critical platforms for
nurturing talent and incubating
start-ups. In conclusion, he called for
collective action to build cities that
are resilient, sustainable, and
inclusive.
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The Vice President of the National
University of Laos, Dr. Phosy
Thipdavanh, on behalf of Dr.
Sinthavone Daravong, the Vice
President, addressed the rapid
transformations that cities are
undergoing due to climate change,
technology, and globalization. He
pointed out the vulnerability of cities
to climate impacts and the role of 

M r .  A m r  J .  Q a r i

Mr. Amr J. Qari, Principal Portfolio
Management Specialist/Officer-in-
charge, Asian Development Bank,
Lao PDR Resident Mission, began
by congratulating the Ministry of
Public Works and Transport for
organizing the forum and thanked
development partners, particularly
UN-Habitat. 
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Ms. Martine Thérer, UNDP. Resident
Representative, United Nations
Development Programme Lao PDR,
first congratulated the Ministry of
Public Works and Transport and UN-
Habitat for their roles in organizing
the forum and advancing urban
development. Ms. Thérer then
discussed the opportunities and
challenges presented by rapid
urbanization, especially in Lao PDR
with its urbanization rate of 4.9%. She
stated that poorly managed urban
growth can exacerbate inequalities
and vulnerability among
marginalized communities. She also
emphasized that poverty is
becoming more concentrated in
urban areas, a trend that UNDP is
focusing on. Urban centres also face
multiple sustainable development
challenges, such as access to energy,
climate impacts, and social exclusion. 
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Mr. Qari detailed the ADB’s long-
standing support for urban
development in Laos, noting a
cumulative commitment of
approximately $430 million for
improving urban services like water
supply, sanitation, solid waste
management, and urban transport.
Mr. Qari highlighted ADB’s evolving
approach to urban development,
from initially focusing on Vientiane
Capital in the 1990s to later
expanding their efforts to secondary
cities and adopting a more
integrated, holistic strategy. He said
that future ADB projects would
support inclusive growth, climate
and disaster resilience, financial
sustainability, and involve more
cross-cutting themes, including
gender and private sector
development. Mr. Qari concluded by
reaffirming ADB's commitment to
creating a resilient and inclusive
urban sector in Lao PDR. 



Ms. Thérer elaborated on UNDP's
integrated approach to urban
challenges, mentioning projects in
Lao PDR that focus on waste
management, circular economy, air
pollution, digital readiness, water
resource management, and youth
employment. She expressed
eagerness for the forum as a platform
for sharing experiences and forging
new partnerships for sustainable
urban development. Ms. Thérer
concluded by urging collective efforts
to make cities better and more
prosperous for everyone with a quote
from American author and urbanist
Jane Jacobs who, in 1961, wrote “Cities
have the capability of providing
something for everybody, only
because, and only when, they are
created by everybody”.
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Dr Ying-Ru Jacqueline Lo, WHO
Representative to Lao People’s
Democratic, World Health
Organization, focused on the
intersection of urbanization and
public health, specifically concerning
smoke-free environments. 
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She praised the Vice Minister of
Public Works and Transport, Mrs.
Vilaykham Phosalath, for organizing
the forum and acknowledged its
importance as a platform for
discussing the benefits and
challenges of urbanization.

Dr. Lo highlighted that proper urban
planning could maximize the
benefits of urban living, such as
access to better housing and
healthcare, while also mitigating
health risks. She emphasized the
significant issue of
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs)
in Lao PDR, which were responsible
for 65% of total deaths in 2019.
Among these, tobacco use is a
leading contributor, causing more
than 6,700 deaths annually and
costing the national economy 3.6
trillion LAK. She stressed the
importance of smoke-free
environments for public health and
promoted the National Tobacco
Control Law as a step in the right
direction. Dr. Lo called for
collaborative efforts from various
sectors to implement and enforce
tobacco control measures effectively.
She concluded by expressing WHO's
eagerness to work with multiple
ministries and development partners
to promote smoke-free
environments.



D r .  A v i  S a r k a r
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In the final keynote remark, Dr. Avi
Sarkar, Regional Advisor and
Representative UN-Habitat Lao PDR
expressed his honour in participating
and commended the theme
"Resilient Urban Economies:
 Cities as Drivers of Growth and
Recovery," saying it aligns well with
the urbanization challenges and
opportunities facing Lao PDR.

Dr. Sarkar emphasized the
importance of strategic planning and
collective action in transforming the
challenges of sustainable
urbanization into opportunities for
growth and recovery. He stressed
that effective urban planning must
be inclusive, involving all 

stakeholders from governmental
bodies to local communities and
highlighted how the notion of    
“leaving no one behind" should
guide urban development, ensuring
that all citizens benefit irrespective of
their circumstances. 

Dr. Sarkar praised the extension of
the forum to seven days as a sign of
the government’s serious
commitment to exploring every
aspect of resilient urbanization. He
also lauded Lao PDR for being the
first country in the Asia-Pacific region
to submit a National Report on
implementing the New Urban
Agenda, saying that it is a testament
to its leadership and the Vice
Minister's role in this area. 

Dr. Sarkar thanked all participants
and organizing teams and expressed
hope that the forum would catalyze
transformative changes for the
betterment of Lao PDR’s urban
future.

U N - H A B I T A T  L A O  P D R  |  L A O  N A T I O N A L  U R B A N  F O R U M  2 0 2 3



U N - H A B I T A T  L A O  P D R  |  L A O  N A T I O N A L  U R B A N  F O R U M  2 0 2 3

1 7

2ND LAO
NATIONAL
URBAN FORUM



Key Takeaways from the Opening Remarks

1 8

3. Digital Transformation and
Innovation
Mr. Prashant Agrawal, Mr. Noriyuki Ito,
and Dr. Avi Sarkar emphasized that
digital transformation should
complement traditional governance
systems, rather than replace them. They
argued that digital technology can be
harnessed for better governance and
improved citizen services, contributing
to SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, and
Infrastructure.

4. Cities as Economic and Innovative
Hubs
Dr. Viengnam Douangphachanh, Mr.
Sinthavone Daravong, Dr. Avi Sarkar, and
Ms. Martine Thérer emphasized the role
of cities as engines of economic growth
and innovation. They mentioned specific
sectors like tech start-ups and creative
industries as vital components for
fostering economic activity in cities,
supporting SDG 8: Decent Work and
Economic Growth.

1. Commitment to Inclusivity and
Social Equity
The Vice Minister, Dr. Avi Sarkar, Mr.
Noriyuki Ito, Ms. Martine Thérer, and
Ms. Carol Anne Mortensen discussed
the importance of policies that
ensure social inclusivity. They
particularly emphasized that
urbanization should benefit everyone,
including vulnerable groups like the
elderly and disabled. The theme of
"leaving no one behind" was
recurrent and echoes Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 10:
Reduced Inequalities.

2. Strategic Urban Planning and
Resilience
The Vice Minister, Dr. Avi Sarkar, Mr.
Prashant Agrawal, and Mr. Noriyuki
Ito spoke on the importance of
resilient infrastructure and strategic
urban planning. They urged the
adaptation of urban spaces to cope
with challenges like climate change
and natural disasters, mirroring SDG
11: Sustainable Cities and
Communities.
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5. Climate Resilience and
Sustainability
Mr. Sinthavone Daravong, Mr.
Prashant Agrawal, Dr. Viengnam
Douangphachanh, and Ms. Martine
Thérer called for a multi-faceted
approach to climate resilience,
advocating for adaptive urban
planning that includes green spaces
and sustainable transportation
systems. Their remarks relate to SDG
13: Climate Action.

6. Public Health Concerns in Urban
Environments
Dr. Ying-Ru Jacqueline Lo, the Vice
Minister, and Mr. Sinthavone
Daravong addressed the
complexities of public health in urban
settings. They highlighted the need
for accessible healthcare services,
awareness programs, and sanitation
facilities to ensure the well-being of
urban dwellers, echoing SDG 3: Good
Health and Well-being.

7. Importance of Multilateral
Partnerships
Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Mr. Amr
J. Qari, Ms. Martine Thérer, Dr. Avi
Sarkar, and Mr. Prashant Agrawal
stressed the value of collaboration
among nations, international
organizations, and the private sector.
They urged for stronger partnerships
to address shared challenges, in line
with SDG 17: Partnerships for the
Goals.

8. Focus on Urban Infrastructure
and Services
Mr. Amr J. Qari, the Vice Minister, Dr.
Viengnam Douangphachanh, and
Mr. Noriyuki Ito outlined the critical
need for robust infrastructure and
basic services. They particularly noted
the importance of providing clean
water, sanitation, and waste
management systems to all urban
residents, aligning with SDG 6: Clean
Water and Sanitation.

Sustainable Development Goals at the LNUF
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This forum is a testament
to our commitment to

shaping the urban future of
the Lao PDR... I commend

the Government for its
leadership in advancing

the urban discourse.
Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive
Director of the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)

"
Ms. Vilaykham Phosalath, 

Vice Minister of Public Works and
Transport, Government of Lao PDR

The global context is
one of complexity and
uncertainty... Our cities
must adapt, thrive, and
contribute to the well-

being of our nation.
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LNUF Proceedings | Thematic Sessions

Day Session Title Lead Entities

1
1 Opening Ceremony MPWT& UN-Habitat

2 Smart Cities and Digitalization
MPWT, ESCAP, UNDP

& UN-Habitat

2

1 Urban Development & SDG 11 Monitoring MPWT& UN-Habitat

2
Building digital infrastructure and e-

governance as drivers of inclusive growth:
Indian experience sharing with Lao PDR

The Embassy of India
in Lao PDR

3 Health and Tobacco Control MoH & WHO

4 Housing, Basic Services and Transport   MPWT, UN-Habitat

3

1
Youth and UNICEF's Child Friendly Cities

initiative
UNICEF

2
Infrastructure Asset Management’s role in
building sustainable, inclusive and resilient

communities   
UNOPS

3
Luang Prabang Smart Integrated Urban

Strategy  
ADB

4
Lessons from Sanitary Landfill Operation
and Maintenance under ADB-financed

Projects  
ADB

4

1 Smart Solutions for Smart Cities MPWT

2
Urbanisation and Climate Change

Adaptation
MoNRE & UNEP

3 Food Security WFP & FAO

4 Leave No-One Behind OHCHR

5

1
Innovation, Science, and Technology:

Driving Urban Development Forward  
NUOL

2
Progress of the Second Lao National Urban

Forum 
MPWT & UN-Habitat

3 Safer Cities UNFPA & UN-Habitat

4
Collaborating for Liveable Cities: The
Crucial Roles of Architects and Civil
Engineers in Urban Development

ALACE

6 1 Shaping Inclusive Vientiane  
Global Shapers
Vientiane Hub  

2 1

THEMATIC SESSIONS
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S M A R T  C I T I E S
A N D

D I G I T A L I Z A T I O N

Leverage digital ization
for sustainable urban
development.
Enhance decision-
making in urban
planning.
Adopt a people-centered
approach in smart city
initiatives.

DAY 1
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Organized by the Ministry of Public Works and
Transport (MPWT), ESCAP, UN-Habitat, and UNDP,
the session focused on digital innovation and smart
cities in addressing challenges associated with rapid
urbanization. It underscored the growth of the
digital sector in the Asia-Pacific region and the
necessity of substantial infrastructure investments,
data governance, and technical capacity building.
The session highlighted the importance of digital
infrastructure as the backbone of smart cities, and a
lack of synergy between government digital master
plans and smart city initiatives. Recommendations
included leveraging digitalization for sustainable
development, enhancing decision-making in urban
planning, and adopting a people-centered
approach.

O P E N I N G
C E R E M O N Y

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

2 2



DAY 2

Address challenges such as
population growth, traff ic
congestion,  and pollution.
Implement SDG 11  with a focus
on f inancial  and human
resource support.
Emphasize gender
mainstreaming and the role of
women in urban development.
Focus on environmental
aspects and waste
management.

Led by the Ministry of Public Works and
Transport, Lao Women's Union, and the
Department of Pollution Control, this
session delved into urban development
and SDG 11 monitoring. The MPWT
highlighted urban areas' significance in
economic growth and development, while
addressing challenges such as population
growth, traffic congestion, and pollution.
The Lao Women's Union emphasized
gender mainstreaming and the role of
women in urban development. The
Department of Pollution Control focused
on environmental aspects and waste
management.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

2 3
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U R B A N  D E V E L O P M E N T
A N D
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Hosted by the Embassy of India and H.E.
Mr. Prashant Agrawal, Ambassador of
India to Lao P.D.R., the session shared
India's experiences in building digital
infrastructure and e-governance as
drivers of inclusive growth. The "JAM
Trinity" framework—Jan Dhan (financial
inclusion), Aadhaar (biometric ID
system), and Mobile Phones/Data—was
presented. India's Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and the National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
were highlighted. Recommendations for
Lao PDR included adopting a financial
inclusion framework and modernizing its
digital payments system.

DAY 2

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Adopt a f inancial  inclusion
framework integrating f inancial
services,  identity verif ication,  and
mobile connectivity.
Modernize Lao PDR's digital
payments system, potential ly
emulating India's UPI.
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B U I L D I N G  D I G I T A L
I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  A N D  E -

G O V E R N A N C E  A S  D R I V E R S
O F  I N C L U S I V E  G R O W T H :

I N D I A N  E X P E R I E N C E
S H A R I N G  W I T H  L A O  P D R
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H E A L T H  A N D
T O B A C C O  C O N T R O L DAY 2

Led by the Ministry of Health and the
World Health Organization, the session
focused on health and tobacco control. It
identified challenges such as limited
information sharing on the impacts of
tobacco use and low awareness of
tobacco control's importance.
Recommendations included enhancing
multi-sectoral coordination for smoke-
free environments, strengthening the
enforcement of smoke-free regulations,
and promoting the expansion of smoke-
free places.

2 5

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Enhance multi-sectoral
coordination and
collaboration to promote
smoke-free environments.
Strengthen the enforcement
of smoke-free regulations.
Promote the expansion of
smoke-free places at both
national and subnational
levels .
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H O U S I N G ,  B A S I C
S E R V I C E S ,  A N D

T R A N S P O R T

2 6

DAY 2

This session, part of the Lao National Urban
Forum, addressed housing, basic services, and
transport. It emphasized sustainable urban
development, focusing on Pakse City's Green
City Action Plan (2022-2030). Key aspects
included solid waste management,
wastewater treatment, climate resilience,
sustainable mobility, green spaces, and
sustainable energy. The plan aims to enhance
Pakse City's livability and sustainability, with
specific targets set for each area.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Implement solid waste management
strategies,  including increased
recycling and waste reduction.
Promote decentral ized wastewater
treatment and improve sanitation
services.
Enhance cl imate and disaster resi l ience
through infrastructure improvement
and community education.
Develop sustainable public
transportation and promote active
mobil ity .
Increase green spaces and implement
energy eff iciency measures in the city.
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DAY 3

2 7

Organized by UNICEF, the session
focused on the challenges and
opportunities presented by rapid
urbanization in relation to youth. Key
issues discussed included the potential
marginalization of vulnerable groups like
children in the face of increased
urbanization, limited access to basic
services such as quality education,
healthcare, and sanitation, and the lack of
child participation in city planning and
governance. The session also highlighted
the disproportionate impact of
environmental hazards on children in
urban settings.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Implement inclusive city planning
with child-specif ic provisions
guided by UNICEF's Child Friendly
Cities framework.
Strengthen public services,
improve access to education,
healthcare,  and sanitation.
Encourage community
engagement through the
formation of child councils .
Foster partnerships to implement
child-fr iendly policies and
integrate sustainabil ity and
resi l ience into city planning.
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Y O U T H  A N D  U N I C E F ' S  C H I L D
F R I E N D L Y  C I T I E S  I N I T I A T I V E
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Apply the IAM approach to balance
risk,  cost,  opportunities and
performance to realise the value of
an asset over its entire l i fespan.
Successful implementation of the
IAM requires adequate registration
of asset information based on the
awareness of the public asset,  the
establishment of policies and
processes,  and sustainable funding.
Uti l ise the assets which have great
revenue or funding potential .  
Implement sustainable funding
mechanisms and policies for
infrastructure management.
Raise public awareness and
establish clear policy frameworks
for effective IAM integration.

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  A S S E T
M A N A G E M E N T ’ S  R O L E  I N
B U I L D I N G  S U S T A I N A B L E ,

I N C L U S I V E  A N D  
R E S I L I E N T  C O M M U N I T I E S

DAY 3Let by the UNOPS in cooperation with UN
DESA, this session illuminated the role of
Infrastructure Asset Management (IAM) in
building sustainable, inclusive and resilient
communities. IAM refers to the coordinated
series of activities that monitor and maintain
these things of value. IAM is crucial in
balancing risk, cost, opportunities, and
performance throughout an asset's lifespan.
The session highlighted successful IAM
applications Keyna and Nepal, showcasing its
impact on urban development and
sustainability. It also emphasized the
importance of sustainable funding and the
potential of assets with significant revenue or
funding opportunities.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
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DAY 3

Conducted by the Ministry of Science
and Technology, this session delved
into smart city development and the
application of science, technology, and
innovation. It highlighted the
necessity for a comprehensive
national policy framework to guide
smart city initiatives and the
importance of stakeholder
collaboration. The role of data and
technology in enhancing urban
services and the need for capacity
building and knowledge transfer were
also discussed.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Develop a comprehensive
national policy framework for
smart city init iatives.
Enhance stakeholder
collaboration in the smart city
ecosystem.
Util ize data and technology to
improve urban services and
infrastructure.

L U A N G  P R A B A N G
S M A R T  I N T E G R A T E D

U R B A N  S T R A T E G Y

2 9



Led by the Asian Development Bank and
the Project Coordination Unit (PCU),
Department of Housing and Urban
Planning (DHUP), MPWT, the session
addressed challenges in landfill operations
and maintenance. It underscored issues
such as limited local authority involvement
and the need for clear roles and
responsibilities post-project. The session
recommended the development of
construction and operations guidelines,
enhanced internal operations, and effective
project duration planning.

DAY 3
K E Y  O U T P U T S  

A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Develop construction and
operations guidelines,
complemented by training
programs.
 Enhance internal operations,
staff ing,  and planning for
landfi l ls .
Plan reasonable project
durations to monitor actual
operations progress
effectively.
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L E S S O N S  F R O M  S A N I T A R Y
L A N D F I L L  O P E R A T I O N  A N D

M A I N T E N A N C E  U N D E R  A D B -
F I N A N C E D  P R O J E C T S

3 0



Accelerate the Green city
development through the
recycle/reuse and adequate
treatment of the wastewater and
solid waste.  
Engage the cit izen through the
online applications to promote
the activit ies as well  as to collect
the data to enrich the database.
Uti l ize DEWARS for eff icient local
wastewater management.
Implement GIS platforms for
better data management and
planning.
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DAY 4S M A R T  S O L U T I O N S  F O R
S M A R T  C I T I E S

Hosted by the Department of Housing
and Urban Planning (DHUP), MPWT , the
session highlighted smart solutions for
sustainable city management. It
showcased projects on wastewater and
solid waste management, decentralised
wastewater treatment systems
(DEWARS), and GIS platform. The session
emphasized accelerating green city
development through recycling, reuse,
and proper treatment of wastewater and
solid waste. Citizen engagement through
online applications was encouraged to
promote activities and enrich the
database.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

3 1
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DAY 4

Organized by the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment (MoNRE) and
the UN Environment Programme (UNEP),
the session focused on urbanization and
climate change adaptation. It emphasized
ecosystem-based adaptation, the
importance of wetlands and stream
conservation, and the role of youth in
climate action. Recommendations
included integrating nature conservation
into urban planning and empowering
youth for sustainable cities.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

U R B A N I S A T I O N  A N D
C L I M A T E  C H A N G E

A D A P T A T I O N

3 2

Integrate nature conservation into
urban planning, including streams,
wetlands,  and buffer zones.
Implement urban ecosystem-based
solutions and conserve upstream
ecosystems and suburban wetlands.
Empower youth as a powerful force
for sustainable and cl imate-resi l ient
cities.
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L E A V E  N O - O N E  B E H I N D

Analyze the intersection and
compounding of various forms of
structural  inequality.
Collect data on gender-specif ic indicators
and other groups left behind, promoting
the development of gender-
disaggregated statistics.
Ensure systematic engagement with civi l
society,  women’s groups,  national
women’s machineries,  and
representatives of diverse groups during
the CCA and throughout the Cooperation
Framework process.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

DAY 4
Hosted by the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR), the session
explored the intersection between
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and human rights. It
emphasized principles of a human
rights-based approach to
sustainable development and the
importance of meaningful
participation in the Common
Country Analysis (CCA) and the UN
Sustainable Development
Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF).

3 3

Led by the World Food Programme (WFP)
and the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO), the session
highlighted challenges of food security and
nutrition in urban settings. It focused on
the high rate of solid waste generation and
food waste, emphasizing the need for
better understanding of food labels,
curbing over-purchasing, and choosing
local foods.

F O O D  S E C U R I T Y

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Address the issue of food waste,
which comprises 61 percent from
households globally .
Enhance access to affordable food
for the urban poor by increasing
their capacity to adapt to cl imate
change impacts.
Understand the interconnections
between rural  and urban food
security and how l iving conditions
play a role.
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DAY 5
I N N O V A T I O N ,  S C I E N C E ,

A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y :
D R I V I N G  U R B A N

D E V E L O P M E N T  F O R W A R D

Led by the National University of Laos,
this session emphasized the critical role
of the innovation, science, and
technology sectors in urban
development. The session explored AI's
impact on education and urban
services, the importance of strategic
spatial development strategies in Lao
PDR, and the need for a robust science
and technology strategy to guide
national development. It stressed the
integration of these elements to foster
sustainable and inclusive urban growth.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Integrate AI in education and
urban services.
Develop strategic spatial  plans
that incorporate scientif ic and
technological advancements.
Building a comprehensive
science and technology strategy
to guide urban and national
development.
Cultivating a culture of
innovation and research within
urban development strategies.
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S A F E R  C I T I E S

P R O G R E S S  O F
T H E  S E C O N D  L A O

N A T I O N A L
U R B A N  F O R U M

Priorit ize gender equality and
inclusion in programming and
ensure community engagement
in decision-making.
Address TFGBV, focusing on
social  media abuse and image-
based abuse.
Recognize drivers of migration,
improve job opportunities in
Laos,  and make cit ies safer for
migrants.
Adapt urban environments to
climate change risks and strive
for inclusive,  safe,  resi l ient,  and
sustainable cit ies through
enhancing the data-driven
decision-making.
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Led by Plan International, UNFPA, IOM
(International Organization for
Migration), and UN-Habitat, the "Safer
Cities" session on October 6th, 2023,
addressed urban safety, inclusion,
inequality, technology-facilitated
gender-based violence (TFGBV), and
labour migration dynamics.

KEY OUTPUTS 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS

DAY 5

3 5
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DAY 5

The "Collaborating for Liveable Cities"
session, led by ALACE, focused on the
crucial roles of architects and civil
engineers in urban development. The
session highlighted the importance of
collaboration between these
professionals for creating sustainable and
liveable urban environments. It discussed
the importance of professional
registration, ethical practices, and the
need for a framework that leads to
practical actions.

Develop a comprehensive
framework for professional
activit ies and responsibil it ies.
Emphasize the ethical  practice
and continuous development
within the architectural  and
engineering professions.
Create a priorit ized action plan
with a clear,  practical  t imeline,
focusing on sustainable and
ethical urban development.
Ensure registration and
accreditation processes are robust
to uphold professional standards.
Foster collaboration between
architects and civi l  engineers for
holistic urban development.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

 The content suggests a plan involving six
program frameworks aimed at setting
priorities for employment and outlining
guidelines for urban development
projects. Other key discussions included
innovative urban planning and housing
strategies, the necessity for integrating
architectural and engineering expertise
in urban projects, and the role of these
professionals in shaping the future of
cities.

C O L L A B O R A T I N G  F O R
L I V E A B L E  C I T I E S :  T H E  C R U C I A L

R O L E S  O F  A R C H I T E C T S  A N D
C I V I L  E N G I N E E R S  I N  U R B A N

D E V E L O P M E N T  
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Organised by Global Shapers
Vientiane Hub, the session critically
examined the inclusivity of Vientiane
Capital. The session's unique
approach involved participants using
crutches and wheelchairs to navigate
roads and stairs, simulating the
experiences of people with disabilities.
This hands-on experience aimed to
raise awareness about the challenges
faced by individuals with disabilities in
urban environments and to raise the
question of the status quo of
Vientiane Capital as an inclusive city. 

DAY 6 S H A P I N G  I N C L U S I V E
V I E N T I A N E

Advocate for human rights and disrupt
harmful stereotypes on disabil ity ,
gender,  and other social  factors.
Empower and inspire youth to ensure
representation in decision-making and
solution-building at al l  levels of
society for building inclusive and safer
cities.
Encourage public and private entit ies
to consider inclusivity in their policies
and practices to ensure that urban
development benefits every cit izen.
Call  for dialogue and action to
transform Vientiane into a city that
truly embodies the ideal of leaving no
one behind and is consistent with the
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.

K E Y  O U T P U T S  
A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
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LNUF Proceedings | Progress of the LNUF

10:30 - 10:45 MC
Mr. Nalongxai MIVAPADITH, Deputy
Director General, DHUP, MPWT

10:45 - 11:05

Briefings and
Outcome
Statement of the
Second LNUF

Dr. Viengnam Douangphachanh,
DHUP, MPWT

11:05 - 11:15 Remarks
Dr. Avi Sarkar, Regional Advisor and
Representative UN-Habitat Lao PDR

11:15 - 11:25 Closing Remarks
H.E. Ms. Vilaykham Phosalath, Vice
Minister, MPWT

PROGRESS OF THE LNUF
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Dr. Viengnam Douangphachanh,
Director General, Department of
Housing and Urban Planning (DHUP),
Ministry of Public Works and Transport
(MPWT), emphasized the forum's
dedication to fostering sustainable urban
development, creating cities in Lao PDR
that are economically vibrant, socially
fulfilling, and environmentally sound. He
stressed the importance of inclusive
urban governance, integrating human-
centric aspects such as health, education,
and livelihood into urban planning.
Additionally, he recognized the
importance of cross-sectoral coordination
and inclusive decision-making involving
all levels of government and
stakeholders.

The Progress Session on Day 5 of the
Second Lao National Urban Forum
acted as a Closing Ceremony and gave
participants time to reflect on the key
takeaways from the LNUF thus far. Dr.
Viengnam Douangphachanh, Dr. Avi
Sarkar, and H.E. Ms. Vilaykham
Phosalath, the Vice Minister of
MPWT provided comprehensive
presentations that highlighted the
strides in urban development and
strategic approaches for the future of
Lao PDR.
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Dr. Avi Sarkar, Regional Advisor and
Representative UN-Habitat Lao PDR,
followed, commending the dynamic
discussions and the dedication of
various stakeholders to urban
resilience. He highlighted the necessity
of addressing the complex interplay
between urbanization, environmental
sustainability, and societal well-being,
and expressed gratitude to the
Ministry of Public Works and Transport
and other partners for their
collaborative efforts in making the
forum a success.
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H.E. Ms. Vilaykham Phosalath, Vice
Minister of Public Works and
Transport concluded the forum by
reflecting on the collaborative spirit and
the significant progress made in
understanding and promoting resilient
urban economies. She acknowledged
the contributions from participants and
the invaluable support from
international organizations, particularly
the United Nations and UN-Habitat,
and underscored the event's role in
fostering a shared commitment to
urban resilience and inclusive growth.

All three speakers highlighted a
strategic vision for advancing urban
development and resilience in Lao PDR.
They reaffirmed the commitment to
continue the LNUF as an annual event
and discussed establishing a permanent
platform to foster ongoing dialogue. The
speakers emphasized the importance of
engaging with global urban networks
for knowledge exchanges and the
importance of fostering partnerships
that align with the New Urban Agenda
and the global Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). The speakers also
reiterated the need for a people-centric
approach to urban development. The
message was clear: Building strong,
inclusive cities in Lao PDR is a collective
effort that requires the involvement of
everyone from government agencies to
local communities. The Progress Session
concluded with a call to action for all
participants to take the insights gained
and work together to create a better
urban future.
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Time Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7

Date
Monday 
02 Oct

Tue 03 Wed 04 Thu 05 Fri 06 Sat 07
Sunday
08 Oct

9.00 -
10.30

Opening
MPWT

Urban
Development +

SDG 11 Monitoring 
UN-Habitat &

MPWT

Youth
UNICEF

Smart
Solution
MPWT &

JICA

Innovation,
Science, and
Technology:

Driving Urban
Development

Forward
National

University of
Laos Shaping

Inclusive
Vientiane

Global
Shapers

(Event
organized
by ITECC)

10.45 -
12:15

Building digital
infrastructure and
e-governance as

drivers of inclusive
growth: Indian

experience sharing
with Lao PDR

The Embassy of
India

Infrastructur
e Asset

Managemen
t’s role in
building

sustainable,
inclusive

and resilient
communitie

s
UNOPS

Urbanisation
and Climate

Change
Adaptation

UNEP &
MoNRE

Progress of the
LNUF

MPWT

1.30 - 3.00

Smart
cities and 
Digitalizati

on
ESCAP,

UNDP, UN-
Habitat &

MPWT

Health - Tobacco
WHO & MoH

Smart Cities
ADB

Food Security
WFP&FAO

Safer Cities
UNFPA & UN-

Habitat

(Event
organize

d by
ITECC)

(Event
organized
by ITECC)

3.15 - 4.45

Basic Services +
Housing +
Transport

UN-Habitat &
MPWT

Landfill
Operation

and
Maintenanc

e
ADB  &
MPWT

 Leave No
One Behind

OHCHR

Panel
discussion:

Collaborating
for Livable
Cities: The

Crucial Roles
of Architects

and Civil
Engineers in

Urban
Development

(ALACE)
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Provided a national platform for the second year in a row that
promoted dialogue between urban sector stakeholders to help with
the planning and management of urban growth;

1

Built upon the successes and lessons learned from the First Lao
National Urban Forum (LNUF), held on October 31, 2022, to continue
the forum annually;

2

Raised and increased awareness about issues pertaining to sustainable
urbanization, the intersectionality of these issues, and the deep
uncertainty surrounding them;

3

Amplified the intrinsic connection between human and environmental
well-being, and the necessity of addressing the Triple Planetary crisis of
climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution, within and beyond our
cities, for prosperous urban communities;

4

Identified other thematic areas which would benefit from increased
advocacy among stakeholders to help address urban challenges via
human-centric, inclusive, and collaborative approaches for building
more resilient and sustainable cities in Lao PDR;

5

Annex C. 
Lao National Urban Forum Outcome Statement
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Fostered strong cross-sectoral coordination and Government-
Development partner dialogue on defining strategic areas of support
for appropriate policy adjustment during the implementation process
of development and investment programs and for applying new
techniques in urban development and management;

6

Initiated coordination among local and international bodies and
development partners for purposes of research and information
sharing to strengthen the institutional framework in urban sectors; 

7

Promoted integrated participatory planning, development, decision-
making, and management of the natural and built environment
amongst urban actors in urban areas; 

8

Successfully served as a stakeholder forum to effectively support and
complement other Government work requiring a coherent and
integrated approach; and

9

Contributed to positioning Lao PDR as part of the broader
international knowledge-sharing platform in Urban Planning by
facilitating partnerships with other governments to highlight best
practices from Lao PDR and from around the world.

10
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We thank you for your continued support
in our efforts For A Better Urban Future
and sustainable settlements in Lao PDR

1. Asian Development Bank (ADB)

2. Association of Lao Architects and Civil
Engineers (ALACE)

3. Bremen Overseas Research and
Development Association Lao PDR (BORDA)

4. Department of Housing and Urban
Planning, Ministry of Public Works and
Transport (MPWT)

5. Department of Pollution Control (DPC)

6. Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP)

7. Embassy of Germany, H.E. Mrs. Annette
Knobloch, Ambassador of the Federal
Republic of Germany to Lao PDR

8. Embassy of India, H.E. Mr. Prashant Agrawal,
Ambassador of India to Lao PDR

9. Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO)

10. Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI)

11. Global Shapers Vientiane Hub

12. J-mart

13. Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA)

14. Lao Women's Union (LWU)

15. Ministry of Health (MoH)

16. Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment (MoNRE) 

17. Ministry of Public Works and Transport
(MPWT)

18. National University of Laos

19. Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

20. Project for Capacity Development on
Urban Development Control and Promotion
in Laos (CDUDCP)

21. Ramboll consultant team under support
of ASEAN-Australia Smart Cities Trust Fund
(AASCTF)

22. Rimping Supermarket

23. Smart Green ASEAN Cities (SGAC)

24. United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

25. United Nations Department of Economic
and Social Affairs (UN DESA)

26. United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP)

27. United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP)

28. United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS)

29. United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

30. Vientiane Women and Youth Center for
Health and Development (VWYC)

31. World Food Programme (WFP)

32. World Health Organization (WHO)

33. Zero Waste Laos 

. . . and many more

Dr. Avi Sarkar
Regional Advisor - South-East Asia, UBS
Head of Office, Lao PDR, UN-Habitat
Email: avi.sarkar@un.org
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